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A BILL FOR AN ACT

70 provide for certain care and benefits to the people of Rongelap and
Usizik Atolls exposed to the Mawch:sl, 1954 H-bomb test fallout; to pro-~

vide for care and benefits to certain other pcople from Rongelap and
Utirik, and for other purposecs.

2P IT ENACTYD BY THL CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA:

1 Section 1. Short title. This act is known and may be cited as o

2 the Trust Territory Fallout Survivors Act.
- .

3 Section 2. Statement of intents As a result of the Mamnch X,

.1954 "Bravo" shot of the Castle Test Series conducted By Joint Task
Force Seven at Bikini Atoll, 82 Rongelapese, 157 Utirikese, 23

Japsnese fishermen, and 28 American servicemen were exposed to radio-

5

&

T active fallout which contéminatcd thelr places of habitation. It“is

& thus the sense of the Congress of HicronesiaAthat tﬁe exposed Rongélayese
. ‘

and Utirikese represent unique groups of people in the Trust Territory

10 pecause of their expericace., It 1is the further semse of the. Congress

n -thnt because of the'special and wmique effects of radiation which, in

~

12 the case of the Rongelapese, have been manifested im cases-of thyroid
13 nodules, thyroid cancer, ome possible case of leukemia, and other effects—

1k that these people should be accorded special care and treatmeﬁt by the

15 Trust Territory Government in order to preserve and protect their health.
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Finally, it is also the scnse of the Congress, that examination of these

1T exposed peaple requlires the cxamination of noncxposed peraons; that the

[
Y

health of these noncxposed persons must be maintained at the same level

".'.,.

ax e erpoged; and that these noncxposed pexsons as ﬁrgvidcd for 4n
this act chould alco be cntiticd,CO the same care and bcnefiig 2o ex=
posed persong. ’ ).

Section 3. Dcfinitions. In thig act, unlccs the coatcxc'othcrvisc
<3 requires, the following definitions chall apply:
(1) "“Exposccd person" means sny Micrencuian citizen who was

on Rongelap Atoll, Alinginac Atoll, or Utirik Atoll ca March-1l, 1954, or
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1 who was born within ten months after that date,

2 (2) "Descendents of exposed persons means children whose

3 mothet or father was an cxposcd pcrson.

N (3) "Control" meane those pcroons now living in the Mar1hall
5 Islands District who were not cxposed to fallout from the March 1, 1954
-6 test, buct who agree as hereinafter ptoyidcd in this act, to be examined
7 and tested in like manner as exposed persons, |
8 Section 4. DBenefits. The care and benefits provided by the Trust
9 Territory for the exponed; children of e&poscd, and control persons

110 shall be: - '

11 (1) Transportation from the place of residence to the hospi-

12 tal oa Majuro, or Ebeye, when that facility is completed and return to

13 place of residence. Transportation for one immediate member of the

lh family of the person will also be provided at no expense.

15 1 (2) Per diem at.standard Trust Territory rates will be

16 provided to the person requenting exanination and also to the one person

1T alloved to accompany h;m; PROVIDED HOWEVER, that if ome of these persons
18 15 less than 18 years of age, he shall receive no more than five dollars

19 ($5) per biem. AND PROVIDED, FURTHER, that if the exposed, child of ex-

20 posed, or control person is hospitalizcd he is to receive no wore than

21 five dollars ($5) per diem for the period of his hospitalizatio1. The

22 office.of the District Director of Health Services shall be responsible
23 for asslsting such persons in securing their proper per dicm.

‘zb' *  (3) Housing at no cost to the.roqucctor shall be provided by
25 the Marshall Islands Digtrict Covc;nmcnt;?PROVIDED. HOWEVER, that thio

s,
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arrangements.

Scction ghall not be construed to require such persongs to live in

goverument housing should they choose to make their own housing

- (4) Freco medical care including medication, trcatment, and

-

- hoospitalization shall be accorded to the percons mentloned in Section

3 of this act. ' S

Section 5.; Record of expengen. The District Difectot of Health
Services and the District Directoxr pf Finance shall be responsible for
maintaining records of all cxpénscs incurred under the proviclons of this
act and the District Dircctor of Health Serxvices shall-provide a quarterly
report to the Office of the High Commicsioner, the Office of the Legis-
lative Counsel of the'Congress of Micronesia, and to the Director of the
Departuent of Health Services of the Trust Texrritory. The annual ex-
pengses as incurred by provisions of this act shall be defrayed as pro-

vided for in Section 10 of this act.
oo . \
Section 6. Procedurecs. The persons mentioned in Section 3 of this

act shall initiate their request for transportation to a hospital faci-
1ity with the health aide or other representative of the Ttgst Territory

~

bcpartmcnt of Heal;h Services. If a field trip vessel is aé the island,

the health aide, if he believes the request is valid, shall’go zdvise

the doctor aboard or the master of the ship in licu of a doctor. If the
health ﬁide is not on the island, the person should ask the magistrate,

council member, school teacher or other recognized community leader to -

act in his behalf. This Section shall not be construed to allow persons

the aforesaid bonefits 1f tho ailment or complaint could have been treated

-o—ay
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at the person's place of residence, by the health personncl
available. It should further not bo construed to requir; the
- yovouting of ships oxr planes for mino: ailmenta or complainta
which can ba :rcateh on the 1gland; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that an °
exposed, descesdant of an exposed, or a control pcraqn who has a
serious and acute complaint, 1llness, or accident shall be
iranspotted in a lika manner as any other emergency patient.
Section 7. Handbook. The Department of lealth Se}vices, the

District Office of Realth Services and the Specizal Joint Committee

Concerning Rongelap and Utirik Atolls: in conjunction with the Brookhaven

Nntionnl Laboratory, shall cause to be created and reproduced a
handbook to be given to exposed, deécendants of exposed, and
control persons. Sa;d.handbook shall contain, but not be limited
to, the following information: Exposed or noneiposed statua;

date lof birth, sex, name, and Brookhaven Mational Laboratory case
number of the person. . Space shall also be provided for ; record '
of medical examinations and findings in the Marshallese ianguage.
Section 8.‘ Eligibility. The first und second claéﬁcé of
persons described in Section 3 of this act are automatically
eligible fot.the benefits provided under_this act. Personslin

T

the "control” class shall becoze eligible only upon signing a written
agreement in both Marshallese and English which provides that said
person will become eligible for the aforementioned benefits only

if he or she agrees to act as a control. %he District Diractor of

Health Services shall be respoasible for drafting sald agreement
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in conjunction with the Director of the Department of Hcaltﬁ : ) i
Sorvices and Brookhaven National Laboratory. )

Sccgipn 9. Enforéémcnt. ' Thc-Director of the Marshall Islands

ﬂistrict Bealth Sorvices shall Sc nominally recponsible for carrying

out and eanforcing the provisions of this act, but may, at his

discrction, cecnfer with other distrxict officials, the Department

of chlth Sorvices and tho Spccial Joint Committee or the presiding

officers of tha Congress of Microncsia. The District Director

shall insure that those eligible receive the full benefits available, '*
and that those persons visiting the district center hospital, or .
other medical facility,-shali be returned to their island as soon
as is apﬁropriate to their condition and within the constraints of
nor&al ship schedulee; The District Director shall also include in h :
his quérterly report any and‘all flagrant or continuous sbuses or vio— ‘
iationa of the iﬁtent of thig act. Continued abuse of.the privileges

and benefits of this temporary or permanent act will result in suspension

_ of the offender from eligibilicty. Susﬁension of eligibility will be

determined by bresentation of the appropriate documentation by the ’ ¢

District Director to the Marshall Islands delegation of the Congress of

Micronesia. Appeal by any decision thus reached cah only be obtained

through petition to the Director of the Department of Health Services

and the Special Joint Committee Concerning Rongelap and Uti;ik Atolls,

or by designees appointed by_thé presiding officers. »
Scction 10. FExpennea,  The Offico of the ligh Comminsioncr is

dirceted to peak an axccutiva agreement with the Atomic Encrxgy

o . Sof 6 : B :
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1 Commigsion whercby the expenses incurred under the provisions of thig
2 l;ct will be c_icfraycd either dircctiy or on a reimburpable basig by
3 'thc Atomic Encrgy Comission and report his findings no latct than
L thirr.y days afccr the effectivc date cf this nct.

3 Scction 11. Effective dnte. This act shall take ef feet

6. upon the approval of the High Commiscioner, or upon its beeoming
T 1lsw without suth approval.
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